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recovery. In a letter dated January 1326, Brother Andrea
says: 'All the Bishops made suffragans of the See of Khan
Baliq by the Lord Pope Clement are departed in peace to
the Lord. I alone remain/ x Archbishop Giovanni him-
self met his end in 1328,2 and the last of his successors, a
Franciscan, Giacomo of Florence, was murdered in some
unknown place in the heart of Asia3 in 1362. Thus the
Roman Church in medieval China seems.to have become
extinct.
Contemporary with the Franciscan brotherhood of Gio-
vanni di Monte Corvino in China, we also hear of some
missionary activities in the Middle East and Central Asia
by a 'Society 4 of Pilgrim Friars' which was affiliated to the
Preaching Order of St. Dominic. It is a well-known fact
that the Friars went with the crusaders for the evangeliza-
tion of the Levant. With the extermination of the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem in Syria, they began to look for
other fields of work and generally they followed the trade
routes further East. The Dominicans established their new
foundations in the region of the Black Sea where the Genoese
influence was strong. In the fourteenth century, the
'Society of Pilgrim Friars' was already in possession of
convents at Pera near Constantinople, in the Island of Chios
in the Aegean, at Caffa in the Crimea and Trebizond in
Asia Minor.5 From these centres, their missionaries pro-
ceeded to the East into Persia and Turkestan. Christianity
of the Nestorian type was still a living institution at that
time in Persia, and Nestorians and Latins appear to
have lived side by side in complete harmony as may be
understood from the papal letters to Mar Jabalaha III,
Patriarch of the Nestorians, already quoted in the preceding
pages. In 13.14, Franco di Perugia founded the first Latin
1 Moule, 195; Golubovich, III, 305-8.
2 Moule, 196.    A letter dated n July 1336, refers to 'John, a valiant,
Holy, and capable man, who, however, died eight years ago'.    See also
Golubovich, III, 96.
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4 P, R. Lorentz, Les Missions Dominicaines en Orient au XIF* siecle et la
Sodttt des Freres Pfr/grinants pour le Christ, in Archivium Fratrum Praedica-
torum (Paris and Rome, 1932), II, 1-83.
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